The home management and characteristics of children presenting to hospital with acute gastroenteritis.
Large numbers of Australian children are admitted to hospital with acute gastroenteritis. This study aimed to describe the home management of children with acute gastroenteritis prior to presentation at a paediatric hospital. Parents received inadequate information regarding fluid rehydration, particularly from general practitioners, and there was a lack of parental awareness in relation to ORS usage. Children attending childcare were over represented among the sample. The majority of children were only mildly dehydrate presentation to hospital. Education programs are needed to increase community awareness ORS and improve home management of acute gastroenteritis.